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MEMO 

 

To: Tom Whispel- Town of Big Flats Code Enforcement Officer/Stormwater Management Officer 

 Jimmie Joe Carl, P.E., Chemung County Stormwater Coalition 

 

From: Jessica Verrigni, CPESC, CPSWQ, Chemung County Stormwater Coalition 

 

Date: August 3, 2016 

 

Subject:  Courtyard Inn  

 

On August 2, 2016 an inspection of the Courtyard Inn was performed to check progress towards final 

stabilization, as well as see some of the repairs that were made to the Rain Gardens from our early 

spring meeting. The site currently is in “temporary shutdown” awaiting final stabilization. A rain storm 

had moved through the area on August 1st so it was an ideal time to check if the stormwater practices 

were performing correctly. My inspection revealed the following items require attention: 

 

Stormwater Basin: There is a swale that intercepts runoff and conveys it to the stormwater basin. This 

was not part of the original design but approval was given for it later. This swale has a major head cut of 

erosion into the basin. It is causing a large amount of sediment to deposit into the basin, which is 

supposed to provide infiltration of stormwater runoff. This erosion is caused from lack of vegetation 

growing and the lack of erosion control practices. The entire side slope of the pond lacks sufficient 

vegetation and erosion is actively occurring around the entire basin.  

 

Rain Garden in front of Hotel: The runoff entering from one of the curb cuts has displaced the stone 

again. It appears the stone placed in this area is not strong enough to withstand the flows from the 

parking lot. This area will require repair again. Also, water is pooling in the basin but is discharging 

untreated out the south end when it gets to a certain level. This should be looked into and addressed. 

 

Rain Garden on North end with Footbridge:  The footbridge blocks the flow of stormwater runoff 

through the rain garden. This causes water to back up and flood the surrounding parking lot. This is 

unsafe and not the intended design. Please refer to the review letter dated July 25, 2016 for further 

information on this rain garden. 

 

Stabilization: Vegetation over the entire site is insufficient. At this time it has had enough time through 

the spring and summer to establish itself. The lack of vegetation has caused erosion to occur throughout 
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the site and a discharge of sediment laden water to the neighboring stormwater pond through the 

overflow conveyance system. All areas are going to need re-stabilization measures.  

 

Prior to any final close out or permanent certificate of occupancy the Town will want to make sure the 

above items as well as all items noted on the Letter of Acceptance of Stormwater Management Plan 

dated November 13th, 2012 are satisfied. 

 

If you have any questions regarding any of the above items, please feel free to call our office at (607) 

796-2216.  


